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Introduction to Media

Background Information
Media: Usually used to collectively refer to the most common forms of mass 

communication, including television, radio, newspapers, and the Internet. 

Media form:  The form used to communicate a message. Media forms include print 

forms such as a novel or brochure, and a wide variety of non-print forms as a blog, movie, 

podcast, television news broadcast, and product packaging.

Media text: Any text, image, sound, or visual representation (or any combination of two 

or more of these) used to communicate a message. Note that while many media texts do 

contain spoken or written words, some do not; for example, a photograph and a painting 

are each considered to be a media text.

Materials
Samples of media forms such as a brochure, ad, menu, magazine, newspaper, CD, DVD, etc. 

Blackline Masters

BLM 1: What Is Media? (pp. 6–9)

BLM 2: Introduction to Media–—Prompts (p. 10)

BLM 3: Media Forms and Purposes (p. 11)

BLM 4: Media Word Search (p. 12)

BLM 5: Media-in-a-Day Tally (p. 13)

Graphic Organizers

GO 1: A Web Organizer About... (p. 110)

GO 2: Writing Planner (p. 111)
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Assessing Background Knowledge
1.  In a whole-group setting, display examples of media such as a newspaper, magazine, DVD, 

brochure, menu, and an open Internet website for students to view. Record students’ 

responses on the board as the following questions are asked:

•  Can you name a few types of media displayed here?

•  In what ways are these types of media different? 

•  In what ways are these types of media the same?

2.  Ask students the following questions and record their responses on the board. 

•   What is the purpose of media? 

•  How do various media present their message? What are they trying to say?

3.  Have students read and complete BLM 1: What Is Media? You might then have students 

return to the responses on the board to compare their ideas. This will provide an 

opportunity to correct any misconceptions. Explain to students that the items previously 

viewed and discussed are examples of media forms. As a whole group, talk about how each 

of the items communicate messages. 

4.  Introduce to students the term media text (see definition in Background Information).

Reinforce with students that media messages are constructed using creative techniques 

designed to attract people’s attention. Who created the message and why did they create it? 

Emphasize that different people experience the same media message differently. How might 

different people react to the same media message?

Identifying Types of Media
Invite students to identify examples of media texts both inside and outside the classroom.  

For example, students might suggest

•  greeting card •  comic book   •  magazine •  commercial •  billboard

•  bulletin board display •  website •  television show •  newspaper •  advertisement

•  poster •  ad •  logo •  sign

Messages Without Words
Help students recognize that messages can be communicated without using words, such 

as through symbols and photographs. Give opportunities for students to look at a variety of 

symbols and associate a message. In addition, show students several photographs and ask 

them to explain what they perceive the message to be. Brainstorm a list of reasons of why 

people take photographs and why we have symbols around the community.
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Understanding the Purposes of Media
Recall with students that every person who creates a media text has a reason for creating it. 

The reason for creating something is its purpose. Review with students what they learned 

about the purposes of media on BLM 1: What Is Media? Discuss with students each of the 

three purposes, using questions such as the following.

To inform
•   What type of information would you find in a news article or newscast? 

•   How do you know if the information and source are reliable? What are some clues?

•   How does the information in a magazine compare to the type of information you might find 

in a cookbook? Is it organized differently? Does it have the same number of authors?

To entertain
•   What types of media are designed to entertain people? 

To persuade
•   What techniques are used in the media to try to persuade consumers to do or to buy 

something?

•   How is the information presented? How are the people presented? Look closely at their body 

language and facial expressions. Do they look happy, sad, confused, or angry?  

•   In what ways do you think companies influence buyers to purchase name brands or clothing 

items with logos?

As a class, examine various media texts one at a time and ask students why they think the item 

was created. Be sure to ask students to use the clues in the media text to explain the reasoning 

for their choice.

Class Media Purpose Chart
Create a class chart, using the headings “Inform,” “Entertain,” and “Persuade” (or use other 

headings of your choice). As various media texts are introduced, have students decide where 

each one should be categorized. Students should soon realize that some media texts have 

more than one purpose. For example, a DVD about rainforest animals can inform as well as 

entertain.
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Consolidating and Extending Learning
Use the following BLMs and ideas to consolidate and extend students’ learning.

BLM 2: Introduction to Media—Prompts
Giving students an opportunity to reflect on the questions beforehand can lead to richer 

discussions, and encourage the participation of students who are often hesitant to participate.

BLM 3: Media Forms and Purposes
Use this BLM to help students consolidate their understanding of purposes associated with 

various media forms. Having students share their responses will help them recognize that 

most media forms can be used to achieve different purposes or different combinations of 

purposes.

BLM 4: Media Word Search
Reinforce familiar examples of media by having students complete this word search.

BLM 5: Media-in-a-Day Tally
By carefully recording examples of media they see, watch, or listen to, students can start to 

realize how much media makes an impact on their daily life.

Activity: Media Collage
Have students look through magazines, newspapers, etc., to find examples of media. They can 

then cut out the pictures and words, and paste them onto a piece of paper to create a collage.

Activity: Media Form Riddles
Challenge students to create riddles based on different media forms, such as

I am a book that does not tell a story.

You use me to find out what different words mean.

What am I? 

Answer: A dictionary

Media Graphic Organizers
Use the additional graphic organizers found in this resource to compare a variety of media 

texts and their messages.
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BLM 1

What Is Media?
What do people mean when they talk about 

“media”? They are talking about ways to 

communicate a message to a large number 

of people. These ways include television, 

newspapers, radio, and the Internet.

The word media comes from the word medium. When we talk about 

communicating messages, medium means “a way to communicate a message.” 

Television, newspapers, radio, and the Internet are each an example of a 

medium—each is a way to communicate a message. But a medium does not 

have to communicate a message to a large group of people. When you make a 

phone call, the phone is the medium you use to communicate with one person.

Media Forms
We use different forms to communicate messages. 

We can communicate a message through words on 

paper, but there are many different forms we can 

use—for example, a letter, poem, brochure, novel, 

or an advertisement.

The medium of television uses many different 

forms, such as a news broadcast, movie, comedy 

or drama series, and commercial. The Internet 

uses different forms too, such as a blog or podcast. 

Many media forms you see on television are also 

available on the Internet.

continued next page ☞
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BLM 1

Purposes of Media 
People communicate messages for different purposes.  

Here are three main purposes of media messages:

Purpose Examples of Media

To inform  
(to provide people with information)

•  newscast
•  news article
•  public service announcement

To entertain  
(to give people enjoyment)

•   comic book
•   movie
•   cartoon

To persuade  
(to convince someone to do or 
believe something)

•   television commercial
•   advertisement
•   letter to the editor

A message often has more than one purpose. A television commercial can 

entertain us by making us laugh, but it also has the purpose of persuading us to 

buy a product.

Brain Stretch
On a separate piece of paper, create a collage of images and words that 

show examples of different media.
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What Is Media?

1.  When it comes to media and media messages, sometimes you need to think 

outside the box. For instance, is it possible to communicate a message without 

using words? Look at the examples below and explain how signs and symbols can 

also send us a message.  

a)                       _________________________________________________________

b)                         ________________________________________________________

c)                         ________________________________________________________

d)                       _________________________________________________________

e)                       _________________________________________________________

f )                       ________________________________________________________

2.  Using your own ideas and information you learned from the reading, describe 

how media is used in daily life. 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________
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continued next page ☞
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What Is Media?                                                             continued

3.  For Health class, Jeff wrote a song called “Please Eat Your Vegetables!”  

The lyrics are funny, but they also give people good reasons to eat lots of 

different vegetables. Jeff wanted to share his song with people all over the 

country, so he made a music video and put it on the Internet.

a) What are the purposes of Jeff’s song? 

❑ Inform ❑ Entertain ❑ Persuade

Justify your thinking. 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

b) What medium did Jeff use to share his song?  ______________________________

c)  What media form did Jeff use to communicate his message? Do you think it 

was a good choice? Explain your thinking. 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

4. What is one television media form that you enjoy? Tell why you like it. 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
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